CHAPTER X.

THE    MOSQUES.    '

THE mosques, before the French occupation of Algiers,
numbered over one hundred ;  there  are   now half a
dozen, without mentioning obscure khoubas, and these
have undergone so many " modern improvements" that  they
have lost a great deal of their original character.

The French Government has seen fit in some instances
to replace magnificent tiles, ancient Moorish and Persian, by
many square yards in succession of the commonest kind of
blue and white modern tiles. A number of the old ones, how-
ever, still remain in the walls of the mosque of Sidi Abd-el-
Rhaman, and attest its former richness. In many other in-
stances the keepers of the different mosques have sold the tiles
and replaced them by worthless modern ones; but the Govern-
ment now forbids any further transactions of the kind.

The exquisite little mosque of Sidi Abd-el-Rhaman stands
above a garden on the northern slope of the town overlooking
the sea. t The very small cemetery, with a few interesting mar-
ble tombstones, is a quiet retreat where women stroll about in
the sunlight and lean against the parapet, looking at the blue
Mediterranean, the shadows of the eucalyptus, mulberry, and
fig trees playing on their glittering silken haiks. Here there
once grew an enormous caroubier (a kind of locust-tree), whose
thick foliage and out-stretched limbs covered the larger por-